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by unusual powers of mind, singular brilliancy of
genius as a writer, and an unblemished purity of
character. The Abbe appeared first as an author
about the year 1818, when he gave to the world
that celebrated treatise on the " Prevailing Indiffer-
ence in Regard to Religion," "which at that time
characterized almost the whole mass of his country-
men. In this treatise he controverted the preten-
sions of private judgment with great power, repre-
sented the irreligious state of his country to be
the natural and necessary result of it, and sounded
the trumpet for all to return to their allegiance to
the divinely constituted and infallible authority,
which had planted itself in the centre of the ancient
empire of the world.

Years rolled on, and events rolled on with them.
The bitterness of irresponsible power, wielded by
Charles X., began to gall the very spirit of a people
that had once gloried in the freedom of a republic,
and the year 1830 saw that new tyrant, which the
blood of England and Germany that was squan-
dered at Ligny and Waterloo had aided in placing
upon the throne, hurled from the elevation he
failed to grace, and driven an exile, to muse on the
rusted and worn-out principles which the age could
no longer bear, within the retirements of Holyrood.
The Abbe, inspired with the spirit of patriotism,
and impelled by a soul burning with the love of
freedom, maintained the cause of the people in some
of the most pungent and powerful appeals which
ever emanated from the French press. But, alas!